
 
 

 

 

 

2018 JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

 

Ahoy matey’s!   

2018 has come in with an Artic blast that has left most of the Southeast with frigid temperatures.  
Even Orlando had 26 degrees this past Thursday morning.  While Gerald and I were stationed in 
Key West from 1976 to 1978, it snowed in Miami and temperatures were in the mid 70’s in Key 
West.  Now, it is COLD in Florida, when you see people in condos on Miami beach sweeping 
snow off their balconies.  Oh, beautiful and WARM Spring, we hope you are just around the 
bend! 

 

 

 

Let’s start off the New Year with a few words from our New Commodore, Mike Rogers: 



 
 

First, I wish to thank all of you who continue to make LGYC one of the best places on earth.  I am very 

grateful to be your Commodore for this year.  New faces in new positions this year, other than board 

and executive committee members introduced in October General Meeting are, Gail Daniel, 

Newsletter; Sarah Grace, Historian; Steve Bosse, Safety; Murray Beck, Chaplain; Gerald Daniel, Range 

Master; and Pam Bosse, Photography, Flowers, Cards and Notifications.  Due to Mike Frazier moving 

to Member at Large, Chuck Ruddy, was voted to take his place on the board, in addition to his duties 

in Public Relations.  All this will be in the new LGYC 2018 Membership Directory that will be out soon 

thanks to all the hard work by our Secretary, Chuck Wills. 

We had a very successful first board meeting on January 13th approving this year’s budget, honorary 

membership and budget to fix the small fireplace.   

With the beginning of the New Year (yes, I wore the diaper New Year’s Eve), I want to thank our 

dedicated staff who continue to keep the club and our finances in great shape.  Jolynn Fussell, Office 

Manager; James Hughes, Facility Manager; and Ricky Beckman, Caretaker, all do a great job.  If you 

have a chance to pass along your appreciation for their hard work, please do so and of course, add 

things for them to do on the posted list. 

I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to thank all the folks who have worked so hard on the 

Bridge and Board before us, especially Larry Hedden.  My job is the easiest of all because of his hard 

work before me.  Thanks Larry!   

Hope to see all of you around LGYC soon. 

Mike  

 

 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Ed Stone and Marcia Elkins!  They were married on January 
5th with Ed’s son, Marc Stone and Marcia’s mother, Mary Elkins as their 
witnesses.  They enjoyed lunch at Commerce Kitchen and drank champagne 
following the ceremony.  They plan to have a celebration party at a later date. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Welcome back to Brad and Patti Salvage!  After 2 years of cruising Florida, The Bahamas and 
other areas, Salvage Crew, arrived back at LGYC on January 10th with a near frozen crew.  Their 
ride up the Tenn-Tom was a bit brisker than they were anticipating and others heading South made 
the comment, "You're going the wrong way!"  They had to leave their boat in Demopolis since 
there were no marinas open with running water.  Once they finally arrived at LGYC and spent a 
few days getting things on their boat settled, they immediately headed South (in a car this time) 
and will be back around March.  Sounds like a good idea to me! 
 
 
 
We have the following upcoming event taking place soon: 
 

 
 
Entertainment Chair, Billy McCarty and his wife, Paula, just recently sent out an Evite for our 
annual Valentine’s party scheduled for Saturday, February 10th at 6:00 PM.  I’ve heard Chef Van 
Staagen has quite a menu planned to help celebrate “Sweethearts” day and Dave McConnell will 
be crooning some of your favorite love songs.  Make sure you respond to the evite as soon as 
possible.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Fort Loudoun has set their annual party for the weekend of July 13 – 15.  We’ve had the 
privilege of attending two of their parties and have had a great time.  If you’re planning to attend, 
whether by boat or car, please let our Fleet Captain, Pete Van Staagen, know so he can advise 
FLYC.  Pete’s e-mail address is petervs@knology.net.  
 
 
Turtle Point and Chattanooga should have news of their dates shortly.  Last year, Turtle Point 
moved their party to April, so as not to conflict with Fort Loudoun’s festivities and to experience 
cooler temperatures.  Chattanooga’s party is usually on Memorial Day weekend which is May  
25 – 27 this year.  All dates should be verified soon. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cruising South to warmer climates with a “tentative” departure date set for 
this Sunday, January 21st, there are 4 boats; Larry and Nancy Hedden on 

ICANGO, Harry and Helen Fachet on MANHATTANVILLE, Gary and Sarah 
Grace on SARAH G, and Red and Diane Beck (they left on December 27th) on 

WILL AGIN, that are heading to the Bahamas and other areas for an 

unknown amount of time.  We wish them all smooth sailing.  They will be 
greatly missed around the club! 
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We would like to extend our deepest sympathies to Mary Beth Priddy (Glenn) 
in the death of her mother, Frances Cecile Cowart Lochridge, who died on 
January 10th just 6 days short of her 94thbirthday.  Mrs. Lochridge was an 
active member of 1st Baptist Church in Huntsville for many decades.  The 
funeral was held on January 16th at the 1st Baptist Church with interment at 
Maple Hill Cemetery. 
 

 
Pam Bosse would like everyone to know she is readily available to send cards 
or flowers if you have a loved one who has been hospitalized or you have 

suffered a loss in your family.  Her email address is pjbosse@me.com. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Over the past year, we’ve had a lot of new people to join LGYC.  Please try to 

make an effort to welcome those who you might meet on the docks and 

introduce yourself to them.  Shane did a great job last year of putting 

pictures of new members on the bulletin board outside the men’s and ladies’ 

bathrooms in the clubhouse.  Here are just a few of the new faces:   
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Danny & Sherry Kelly, Rick & Susan Osterlund, and Roy & AmyMarie 

Hutcheson. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our new Safety buddy, Steve Bosse, has a few tips for you while the freezing 
temperatures are around: 
 
 
Hello Yacht Club Friends! 

Many of us use bilge heaters to keep our engine compartments above freezing 

temperatures during the cold winter months.   Although these units are designed to 

deliver low temperature heat, malfunctions can occur that could damage your 

boat.  Before you plug it in, be sure that the space around the heater is clear, and that 

there isn’t any combustible material in close proximity (rags, paper towels, fuel, 

etc.).   In addition, check your power cord to ensure that it is not damaged or chaffed.  A 

short circuit in the cord could easily trip the power to your heater and allow your engine 

compartment to experience freezing temperatures.  If you don’t have a heater, consider 

installing one or using RV anti-freeze to protect your water and engine systems. 

 

Also, please be aware that the docks may be slippery during this time of year.  James 

and Ricky have been diligently applying salt to keep the docks free of ice.   Be careful 

and watch your step.  No one wants to take a swim during this time of year! 

Until next time, keep warm! 

 

Steve Bosse 

LGYC Safety Buddy 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Well, that just about covers the news for January.  Remember to 

send any newsworthy items to me throughout the year, so I can keep 

everyone at the Yacht Club in tune with what is happening with all 

our members.   

 

Until next time, “Keep Calm and Sail On!” 

 

Gail  


